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To the editor:

In 1997, the State Children’s Health Insurance Plan (SCHIP) was created through a victory of bipartisan cooperation. The program, which provided health insurance to about 231,000 Ohio children during fiscal year 2007, continues to stand out as a resounding success amid the mountain of health care reform legislation put forth in the past decade.

Ohio has made great progress toward closing the children’s health insurance gap, but we need adequate, stable SCHIP funding so that we can continue to reduce the number of uninsured Ohio children—especially the 35,000 living in families with incomes between 200% and 300% of the federal poverty level whom we now have approval to cover through SCHIP for the first time.

Ohio’s children need the 111th Congress to reauthorize SCHIP in its first 100 days so that our state can maintain our existing SCHIP caseload, including an inflation factor and natural growth; cover more children who are eligible but not currently enrolled; and ensure SCHIP coverage for children up to 300% FPL.

To the editor:

When children don’t have health insurance, their parents have to think twice before taking them to the doctor. That means minor illnesses and injuries can turn into emergency room visits, life-long ailments or worse. Families who don’t have insurance often don’t take risks with their children’s health—that means no soccer, baseball, football, or even playing in the park. What’s more, in these tough economic times, even middle-income families find themselves in precarious financial situations, and one emergency room visit or serious illness can precipitate foreclosure or bankruptcy.
Congressional leaders on both sides of the aisle have demonstrated that they understand the importance of providing health insurance to children. We need these leaders in the 111th Congress to reauthorize SCHIP in its first 100 days so that our state can maintain our existing SCHIP caseload; cover more children who are eligible but not currently enrolled; and ensure SCHIP coverage for children up to 300% FPL.
SCHIP stands out as one of the greatest social policy successes in recent American history. With SCHIP, we can continue to reduce the number—currently 156,000—of uninsured Ohio children. Without it, Ohio’s struggling families will have one more economic burden, and their children will be the victims.
To the editor:

In 2007, Ohio’s leaders from both sides of the aisle set aside their partisan differences to extend health coverage to more Ohio children using our state’s successful, cost-effective Medicaid/SCHIP program. Now, in these tough economic times when hardworking families are struggling to pay bills and losing jobs and homes, the foresight of our leaders can play a key part in providing families with economic security when they need it the most. Governor Strickland and the Ohio General Assembly can act now to keep their promise of health care for uninsured children by maintaining their commitment to expanding Medicaid/SCHIP and cutting red tape that prevents eligible children from gaining and keeping coverage. 

But Ohio’s children also need Congress to reauthorize SCHIP in the first 100 days so that our state can maintain our existing SCHIP caseload, including an inflation factor and natural growth; cover more children who are eligible but not currently enrolled; and ensure SCHIP coverage for children up to 300% FPL.
Ohio’s families need the security of knowing that bills brought on by a childhood illness or accident won’t precipitate bankruptcy or foreclosure. Working together, leaders in Columbus and Washington can make that happen.

To the editor:

When children don’t have health insurance, it’s hard for them to succeed in school, at work, and in life. When children don’t go to the doctor, they are susceptible to frequent illnesses, seeing and hearing difficulties in class, and untreated learning disabilities. The difficulties that result from inadequate health care early in life make it more difficult to get and keep a job, to move ahead in a career or to make full contributions to a community and our country. Instead of being productive workers or successful entrepreneurs, adults who grew up without health insurance often earn limited wages or are even dependent on public assistance, to the detriment of the nation’s economy and the tax base.

Providing health coverage to children is a wise, preventive investment that increases the likelihood that they will grow up to be productive citizens and taxpayers. That’s why, in its first 100 days, Congress needs to fund reauthorization of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program at the level appropriate to maintain coverage for those who are currently covered and to ensure sufficient funding to cover the eligible but unenrolled. Especially in these economic times, we can’t afford not to invest in our children’s future.
To the editor:

During federal fiscal year 2007, 231,500 Ohio children were covered at some point by the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). These numbers reflect real health benefits for Ohio’s children. SCHIP provides access to quality health care that helps children grow up healthy, learn well in school and become productive citizens. SCHIP is also a cost-effective investment that results in more preventive care and early detection; more efficient treatment of health needs; and reduction of racial disparities.
SCHIP also brings much-needed funds into Ohio’s economy specifically to support healthcare expenses and the jobs they create. In FY2008, about 72 ½ cents of each dollar Ohio spent on SCHIP came from the federal government. By reauthorizing SCHIP and including a temporary SCHIP match increase in an economic stimulus package, leaders in Washington can ensure that Ohio has enough funding to cover children in families up to 300% of the federal poverty level and also has some guarantee of longer-term health care funding that will help stabilize the volatile state budget. Ohio needs the 111th Congress to reauthorize SCHIP in its first 100 days, and President Obama needs to sign the legislation into law without delay.
