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What Early Care and Education Industry Can Do!

Recommendation #1: Ensure that the early care and education industry is a vital part of the state’s economic development, workforce development, and overall education system.

· Educate legislators, financial institutions, businesses, the public and early care and education colleagues about the economic advantages of a high quality early care and education system.

· Seek opportunities for early care and education program directors and owners to serve on Chambers of Commerce, Workforce Development Boards, and Economic Development Commissions.

· Advocate for new sources of funding for early care and education quality initiatives such

      as funds related to or targeted at economic development and business recruitment.

· Survey and publicize business benefits, best management practices, and successful efforts that businesses have made towards creating quality, affordable early care and education, and include those in an update of the Ohio Employer Tool Kit of Child Care Options.

· Advocate for and take advantage of access to technical assistance, training, financing products and other resources for small businesses, such as the community college- sponsored programs.

· Small Business Centers (SBCs), and federally sponsored Small Business Administration programs, offered within the community by government and big businesses.

· Engage businesses leaders on advisory boards and planning councils.

Recommendation # 2: Ensure that all children in early care and education programs in Ohio receive high quality early care and education to benefit children and the state’s future economy.

· Inform parents of the elements of quality early care and education and its importance.

· Demonstrate to businesses and government that more public and private investment is needed to reap the short- and long-term benefits of quality early care and education.

· Work with business and government leaders to promote quality early care and education initiatives.

· Encourage resource and referral agencies and professional and trade organizations to expand technical assistance to providers.
Recommendation # 3: Ensure that early care and education programs are accessible and affordable for all families in Ohio who want and need them.

· Develop and participate in public and private partnerships to create funding streams for affordable, quality, early care and education programs for Ohio families who want and need them.

· Educate the public about gaps in early care and education supports for working families.

· Educate individual early care and education providers through resource and referral agencies and professional and trade organizations about the need for flexible and accessible options for parents.

· Increase use of surveys to assess the early care and education needs and preferences of businesses and their employees, including the need for part-time early care and education, and care during non-traditional work hours.
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